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Thames rowed in whirries, with staves in their hands, flat at
the fore end, running against one another, and, for the most
part, one or both overthrowne, and well dowked.
On the Holy dayes in Sommer, the youthes of this Citie
have in the field exercised themselves in leaping, dauncing,
shooting, wrestling, casting of the stone or ball, etc.
And for defence and use of the weapon, there is a
speciall profession of men that teach it Ye may reade in
mine Annales, how that in the yeare 1222, the Citizens kept
games of defence and wrestlings neare unto the Hospitall of
Saint Giles in the field; where they chalenged, and had the
mastrie of, the men in the Suburbs, and other commoners, etc.
Also in the yeare 1453, of a tumult made agaynst the Prior,
at the wrestling besides Clearkeswell, etc. which [is] sufficient to
prove that of olde time the exercising of wrestling, and such
like, hath beene much more used then of late yeares. The
youthes of this Citie also have used on holy dayes after Even-
ing prayer, at the Maisters doores, to exercise their Wasters1
and Bucklers: and the Maidens, one of them playing on a
Timbrell, in sight of their Maisters and Dames, to daunce for
garlandes hanged thwart the streetes, which open pastimes in
my youth being now suppressed, worser practises within
doores are to be feared; as for the bayting of Bulles and
Beares, they are till this day much frequented, namely in
Bearegardens on the Banks side, wherein be prepared scaffolds
for beholders to stand upon. Sliding upon the Ice is now
but childrens play: but in hawking and hunting many grave
citizens at this present have great delight, and doe rather want
leysure then goodwill to follow it
Of triumphant shewes made by the Citizens of London, yee
may read in the yere 1236. the 20. of Henrie the third, Andrew
Bockwell then being Maior, how Helianor daughter to Raymond
Earle of Provance, riding through the Citie towardes West-
minster, there to be crowned Queene of England, the Citie
was adorned with silkes, and in the night with Lamps, Cressets,
and other lights without number, besides many Pageants, and
* straunge devises there presented. The Citizens also rode to meet
1 fencing-cudgels.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